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THE CASTELLO SFORZESCO IS A 
MEDIEVAL FORTIFICATION LOCATED 
IN MILAN, NORTHERN ITALY. IT WAS 
BUILT IN THE 15TH CENTURY BY 
FRANCESCO SFORZA, DUKE OF 
MILAN, ON THE REMNANTS OF A 
14TH-CENTURY FORTIFICATION. LATER 
RENOVATED AND ENLARGED, IN THE 
16TH AND 17TH CENTURIES IT WAS 
ONE OF THE LARGEST CITADELS IN 
EUROPE. EXTENSIVELY REBUILT BY 
LUCA BELTRAMI IN 1891–1905, IT NOW 
HOUSES SEVERAL OF THE CITY'S 
MUSEUMS AND ART COLLECTIONS.

After visiting Milan in 2018, I stumbled upon the 
Sforza castle, and found some interesting type 
on a series of inscriptions on the inner courtyard 
castle walls. I became inspired by what I found, 
and researched the history behind the castle and 
restoration, and decided to design a typeface based 
off of the limited sampling of quirky letterforms. Thus 
Sforza was born, with ligatures galore, alternates, 
pictograms, and swooshes. Sforza is a Roman style 
typeface with an eccentric flair. It has loads of 
ligatures, nested letterforms, and tails and swooshes 
for endless combinations.   
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LARGE NESTED
AT AS AY AW BA CA CI CT CC CY DY EA EE 
ED ER ES EY ET ED EN EU FA FF FI FJ FR FT 
FY GA GG HI HE HY IT JA JJ KA KE KI LA LB LD 
LE LI LL LV LS LY MM NN OO OT PA PP PS PI PY 
QA RA RE RI RU RL RS RD RK RO RR RT SA 
SE SU SO SS SI ST TA TI TJ TO TT UY VI WI 
WA WI XA YA ZA

NESTED
AA AE AI AL AN AO AR AS AU AV AW AY BA BE BI BL BO BR 
BU BY CA CC CE CH CI CK CL CO CR CS CT CU CY CZ DA DD DE 
DI DL DO DU DY EA EE EF EL EO ER ES EU EY FA FE FF FI FJ FL 
FO FR FS FT FU FY HA HE HH HI HO HU LA LD LE LI LL LO LS LT 
LU LY MA ME MI MM MO MR MU NA ND NE NG NI NO NS NU 
NY OA OB OC OD OE OF OG OH OI OJ OK OL OM ON OO OP 
OQ OR OS OT OU OV OW OX OY OZ QA QI QU QV RA RE RI 
RO RU RY TA TE TH TI TO TR TS TT TU TV TW TX TY TZ UA UC 
UE UG UI UL UM UN UO UP US UT UU UY VY VA VE VI VL 
VO VU VV ZA ZZ

NESTED OUT
BA BE BI BL BO BR BU BY KA KE KH KI KK KL KO KR 
KS KU KV KY NO QA QU RA RE  RI RO RU RY ZE ZZ ZZ

HIGH ALTERNATES
F I J T

DOUBLE LETTERS
AA OO CC GG RR SS

WIDE SWOOSH 
A B C D E F G H I J K L  M N O P Q  
R S T U V W  X   Y  Z

VERY WIDE SWOOSH
A B C D E F G H I J K L  M N O P Q  
R S T U V W  X   Y  Z

EXTREMELY WIDE SWOOSH
A  B  C D E  F G H  I J  K L  M 
N  O  P Q   R  S  T  U  V  W   
X    Y  Z

ALTERNATES
AÀÁÂÃÄÅGĞĠĢJJĴyỳỳỹŷ&

LIGATURES UPPERCASE
AV AW DA FF FFL FI FL HA HE MA MB ME MR 
MU NA ND NE NK NN NO NP NR NT NU TH TR 
TT TV UA UE UM UN UO UR UT VA ZZ  &

HIGH ALTERNATE LIGATURES
HI NI NT TT

LIGATURES
fi fj fl fb ff ffi ffl fk ft st tt tti

LATIN CAPITALS
AAÀÀÁÁÂÂÃÃÄÄÅÅĀĀĂĂĄĄÆBCÇĆĊČDĎÐEÈÉÊËĒĖĘĚẼF
GĞĠĢḠGĞĠĢHĦIÌÍÎÏĨĪĮİĲJJJJĴĴKĶLĹĻĽŁMNÑŃŅŇOÒÓÔÕÖŌŐØŒPÞßẞQRŔŖŘ 
SŚŞŠȘTŢŤȚUÙÚÛÜŮŨŪŰŲVWŴẀẂẄXYÝŶŸỸỲZŹŻŽaàáâãäåąāăæbcçćċčďð 
eèéêëēėęěfgğġģhħiìíîïĩīįıĳȷkķlĺļľłmnńņňñoòóôõöøōőœpþqrŕŗřsśşštţťuũūůűųvwẁẃẅŵx 
yŷŷỳỳỹỹzźżž0123456789₀₁₂₃₄₅₆₇₈₉⁰¹²³⁴⁵⁶⁷⁸⁹¼½¾#%&&&!?‰()[]{}¡¿‽§¶†‡•«»‹›·°*"‘’“” 
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LATIN SMALLCAPS
AÀÂÃÄÅĀĂĄÆAÀÂÃÄÅĀĂĄBẞCÇĆĊČDĎÐƏEÈÉÊËĒĖĘĚẼFFGĞĠĢḠGĞĠĢḠHĦIÌÍÎÏĨĪĮİIĲJJĴ��ĴJKĶK��LĹĻĽŁ 
MNÑŃŅŇOÒÓÔÕÖŌŐØŒPQQ��RŔŘŖR��SŚŞŠȘTŢŤȚTUÙÚÛÜŮŨŪŰŲVWŴẀẂẄXYÝŶŸỸỲZZ�� 
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ORNAMENTS

1088 GLYPHS

NESTED GLYPHS
LATIN-A, B, & EXTENDED

11 STYLISTIC SETS
3 SWASHY SETSSMALLCAPS



TEATRO
ALLA SCALA
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FORTIFICAZIONE
MEDIEVALE

LUCA
BELTRAM I
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MILANO



CAPO
TUTTI BENE

BELLA

COORTI CASSE
MANGIAAPI

FOCACCIA

TELEGGIO

ARRABBIATA

PIZZA
UMBRIA

PANNETONE DI MILANOVALPOLICELLA�



RINASCENTE
PIAZZA
DUOMO

MUSEO DEL
NOVECENTO
MILANO
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�� CONTACT • PURCHASE   
info@ampersandtype.com • www.ampersandtype.com  


