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In 2020, the Chicago Graphic Design Club, which was originally named The Chicago Design Book Club, was formed as a way to build community amidst the 2020 global pandemic. Our initial focus was to explore the meaning 
of our design practices and ways in which design could be used as an agent of change. Shortly thereafter, we introduced lectures to our programming by welcoming notable designers, such as Ellen Lupton, Jessica Helfand, 
Gail Anderson, Carlos Segura, and Barnbrook Studio to share with us their design processes and stories. Since then, we’ve extended our reach by providing our communities the opportunity to tour Chicago-based design studios, 
participate in art exhibitions, learn from others, and more. In 2022, we launched Underscore, our podcast, and in 2023, we hosted our first art exhibition and panel discussion series. We continuously seek ways to collaborate 
with community leaders and engage in critical conversations about the role of graphic design.
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Specimens

In 2020, the Chicago Graphic Design Club, which was originally named The Chicago Design Book Club, was formed as a way to build community amidst 
the 2020 global pandemic. Our initial focus was to explore the meaning of our design practices and ways in which design could be used as an agent 
of change. Shortly thereafter, we introduced lectures to our programming by welcoming notable designers, such as Ellen Lupton, Jessica Helfand, 
Gail Anderson, Carlos Segura, and Barnbrook Studio to share with us their design processes and stories. Since then, we’ve extended our reach by 
providing our communities the opportunity to tour Chicago-based design studios, participate in art exhibitions, learn from others, and more. In 2022, 
we launched Underscore, our podcast, and in 2023, we hosted our first art exhibition and panel discussion series. We continuously seek ways to 
collaborate with community leaders and engage in critical conversations about the role of graphic design.
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In 2020, the Chicago Graphic Design Club, which was originally named The Chicago Design Book Club, 
was formed as a way to build community amidst the 2020 global pandemic. Our initial focus was to 
explore the meaning of our design practices and ways in which design could be used as an agent 
of change. Shortly thereafter, we introduced lectures to our programming by welcoming notable 
designers, such as Ellen Lupton, Jessica Helfand, Gail Anderson, Carlos Segura, and Barnbrook 
Studio to share with us their design processes and stories. Since then, we’ve extended our reach 
by providing our communities the opportunity to tour Chicago-based design studios, participate 
in art exhibitions, learn from others, and more. 
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Specimens

In 2020, the Chicago Graphic Design Club, which was originally named The 
Chicago Design Book Club, was formed as a way to build community amidst 
the 2020 global pandemic. Our initial focus was to explore the meaning of 
our design practices and ways in which design could be used as an agent 
of change. 
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In 2020, the Chicago Graphic Design Club, which 
was originally named The Chicago Design Book Club, 
was formed as a way to build community amidst 
the 2020 global pandemic. 
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Words

Chicago Graphic Design Club
Guest Design Speakers
Build Community
Participate
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